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Our Mission Statement 

The well-being and safety of children and youth is our primary  

focus.  Together with our community we strive to protect children  

and youth and strengthen families. 

 
 

Our Ten Year Vision 
All children, youth and families are valued.  Together, with the entire community, 

we share the responsibility of nurturing, protecting, educating and guiding  
all children, youth and their families. 

 
Families possess the wisdom, abilities and resources to build a successful family 

plan.  We support their journey toward self-determination, safety and care. 
 

Children and youth have a voice and are involved in decision-making; we ensure 
they have the necessary resources to be well supported for success. 

 
Mutual trust and understanding is built through listening and communicating  

with respect and compassion.   Hope replaces fear and families are open to  
receive help early. 
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Executive Director’s Report… 
 

Our staff (208) continue to have an important role in helping children and families cope with the effects of 
stress from job loss, financial insecurity, homelessness and hunger.  The number of ongoing family cases  
where children were at significant risk totaled 1,425.  The services that the agency provides requires that our 
qualified staff be open and engaged in resolving problems in a collaborative manner with the diverse  
children and families in our community.  Our foremost concern is that children are safe and nurtured.   
 
Foster and Kin parents total 133.  We are so thankful for our foster parents and those kin parents that have 
opened their arms and their homes to children.  Our investment in this strong network indicates that less  
than 2% of our children in care are in a group care facility.   
 
60 Volunteers (driving over 166,096 km) have touched the lives of children in many ways.  They are actively  
involved in roles in our community that make 
such a difference for our children and their  
families including: Special Friends/Mentors; 
Community programs including After School 
Homework Help; Tutors (elementary and  
secondary); camp buddies; Gift a Child  
Program;  Special Events; drivers and volunteers 
skilled in “budgeting and financial matters”.   
It truly does take a whole village. 
 
Our Native Services Branch is working within 
the Brantford community and continues to  
provide culturally appropriate services to fulfill 
our child protection mandate to the children 
and families on Six Nations of the Grand River, 
Mississaugas of New Credit First Nation, as well 
as the off Reserve Aboriginal families in 
Brantford and the County of Brant.  
 
Support and governance encompass different 
tasks.  In the role of supporters, board  
members strive to ensure the success of the 
organization by bringing contacts and influence 
to the organization, providing special skills and 
acting as ambassadors to the community.   
 
We share with the community the  
responsibility for protecting children and 
strengthening families.  We will continue to 
provide services in an anti-oppressive manner, 
which requires us to respect each child’s  
individuality and identity towards the shared 
goal of improving the well-being of the  
children, youth and families we serve. 
 
 
 
Andrew Koster 

Executive Director 
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Total Investigations and Ongoing Protection Services:  1,425 
 
Summary of Days in Care (excluding other   Children In Care (as of March 31, 2015) 

Society wards and including relief placements from  

April 1/2014 to March 31/2015) 

 

 

The Year in Review—2014—15 
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Adoption Probation  

12,075 

Continued Care Supports for Youth 19,480 

Foster Care - Kinship 12,201 

Foster Care – Regular 36,654 

Foster Care – Specialized  8,577 

Foster Care – Treatment   3,718 

Free Homes   2,485 

Free Institutions     212 

Independent Living   3,199 

Outside Paid Institution Foster 

Care 

  5,057 

Outside Paid Institution Group 

Care 

  2,319 

Renewed Youth Supports  1,331 

Other    288 

Crown Wards with Access   87 

Adoption Consent    0 

Crown Wards without Access   66 

Society Wards    6 

Continued Care Supports for 

Youth (Non Wards over 18 

years) 

   52 

Temporary Care & Custody 

(Interim Society Wards) 

   73 

Renewed Youth Supports     2 

Temporary Care Agreements 

Voluntary 

   15 

Total   289 

64%

24%

1% 4% 7%

Brant Family and Children's Services, 
Expenditures by Category, 2015 Fiscal

Salaries & Benefits

Residential & Boarding

Costs for Children in

Care
Technology

Direct Client Services



 

BRANT FAMILY AND CHILDREN’S SERVICES 
2015 Board of Directors 
PRESIDENT Paul Whittam 

PAST PRESIDENT    Harry Emmott 
VICE PRESIDENT  Kevin Hodge 
SECRETARY Scott Williams 
TREASURER  Kim Thompson 

 
  Sharon Bonham  Ruth Ann Hampel  Dianne Holmes  Susan Holyome  
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Brant Family and Children’s Services in the Community… 

The work of the Child Development Unit focuses on offering the right help at the right time.  We hope to help neighbours make  
connections to one another and their community.  This was our second year partnering with The Bridge, a program in Kelowna, to provide  
the Healthy Together program at our various sites. This program emphasizes affordable healthy habits and lifestyle choices for families and  
children. We received national recognition for creative integration of Healthy Together into our regular programs. 
 
We offer early help and prevention programs at three housing complexes and four Best Start sites throughout the city.  The Brant FACS  
Foundation supports monthly birthday parties for the children at the neighbourhood sites – and for many this is their first birthday party  
experience!  We also launched Snugglebugs that is a group for parents of young children that utilizes music, touch and play to enhance  
attachment opportunities.  These opportunities to help families meet fundamental needs, mitigate stressors, increase capacity and connect  
to one another.   
 
At “Pathways2Possibilities” (formerly “Preparation for Independence”) we help youth transition to independence by connecting them to  
community supports; learn new strategies for adulthood and expand their circle to include a variety of informal supports. YouthLEAD is a 
mentoring program in the preliminary stages.  We hope we will engage youth to become involved in this leadership and support initiative  
for other children and youth in care. 
 
Our Fill-a-bag project was an enormous success with Proctor and Gamble, Ferrero Rocher, SC Johnson and community partners and  
individuals donating literally a tractor trailer of household supplies and grocery cards. Families were so relieved to have the support in the 
New Year after the holiday expenses.  All of these initiatives and many others contribute to CDU offering innovative programming for  
families and children on behalf of Brant Family and Children’s Services. 

 
For a tour of the sites or to learn more about the Child Development Unit, contact Sarah Robertson, Manager 

at 519-753-8681, Extension 360 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brant Family and Children’s Services Foundation continues to focus on financial assistance for post-secondary 

education for Crown Wards and this year, ten students furthered their education.  The summer camp program gave community  
children the opportunity to experience camp—some for the first time!  Our expanded summer day camp program housed at our three 
neighbourhood centres in high risk communities allowed more children to enjoy camp!  In 2014, a grand total of 415 children enjoyed 
the camp opportunity.  If you are interested in sponsoring a child in the camp program, or to make a donation to assist with  
education, contact  

Paula Loube, Community Relations, 519-753-8681, Extension 221 

Enjoy a night of wine  
and brew tastings 

paired with fantastic food  
(all inclusive) at  

Tapas Tastings and Tunes on 
Tuesday, September 15, 2015 at  

Al Dente Pasta, Pizza & Grill, 6 pm  
Help a local child experience  

summer camp & have a  
wonderful evening!  

Tickets on sale in August! 


