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MEANINGFUL 

CONNECTIONS 

“The well-being and 

safety of children and 

youth is our primary   

focus.  Together with  

our community we strive 

to protect children and 

youth and strengthen 

families.” 

-  Brant FACS Mission  
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Era of Transformation 
Brant Family and Children’s Services (formerly Children’s Aid Society of Brant) is a 

not-for-profit community service agency that is legislated under the Child and 

Family Services Act (CFSA).  As such, we are legally mandated to protect children 

under 16 years of age from abuse and neglect.  The well-being and safety of 

children and youth is our primary focus.   

The CFSA states that it is everyone’s responsibility to report suspicions of child 

physical, sexual, and/or emotional abuse, as well as neglect.  In order to carry out 

our mandate, we need the awareness, cooperation and involvement of everyone 

in our community—teachers, police, health care providers, community service 

providers, coaches, neighbours, friends and family. 

More than Protection 
Our basic programs and services are funded by the Government of Ontario.  To 

truly understand a family’s challenges and develop supportive relationships, we 

need to be right there with them—providing the right service at the right time 

before crises develop.  These programs require collaboration and additional funds. 

Brant FACS works alongside community service providers, in harmony with our 

families, to promote healthy relationships, increase neighbourhood supports, and 

improve outcomes for all of our children and youth.  Small but great battles can 

and are being won, one child, family, neighbourhood and community at a time.   
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Child Welfare Sector News  
A number of investigative reviews and reports in 2015-2016 (e.g. Katelynn 

Sampson, Residential Services, Provincial Advocate, Auditor General) will 

influence the regulatory review of the Child and Family Services Act (CFSA) that is 

carried out every 5 years.  One possible amendment could see a raise in the age 

at which a child may be found in need of protection.  Changes anticipated in 

December could significantly impact Brant FACS programs and services.   

Systemic problems that lower a child’s quality of life and minimize opportunities to 

experience personal happiness and success must be addressed.  No system is 

perfect—but we can continue to pursue improvements.  The Ontario Association 

of Children’s Aid Societies (OACAS) is leading sector discussions to improve best 

practices and pursue efficiencies.  Thoughtful, evidence-based change is needed 

to ensure that the best outcomes for families and children are achieved.  

Regulatory Changes 
Overarching provisions for proposed CFSA amendments are:  

 Affirm and strengthen the rights of children and youth and make the act more 

child and youth-centred; 

 Affirm Ontario’s commitment to diversity and inclusion; 

 Reinforce the importance of prevention, early intervention, community support 

services, and strength-based services;  

 Create a framework for collection, use and disclosure of information;  

 Reinforce Ontario’s commitment to quality of care and strengthening 

oversight and accountability; and  

 Implementation of the Ontario Indigenous Children and Youth Strategy. 

The child, youth and family services system will be built on four pillars:  

 Accessible and responsive services 

 Quality and consistency 

 Effective governance and oversight 

 Different approach for indigenous communities 

For more information, go to www.oacas.org 

#iBREAKthesilence 

Did you? 

Brant FACS heartfully thanks the 

Brantford Brant community for the 

tremendous support shown in 

Child Abuse Prevention 

Awareness activities and 

participation in “Go Purple” Day. 

Everywhere you looked on 

October 19th, there was a sea of 

purple—especially in the 

elementary schools.  It was a joy 

to see and hear students learning 

about the true meaning of the 

African saying “It takes a village to 

raise a child”, and how to stay 

safe, including how to provide and/

or ask for help.  

Looking forward to an even bigger 

purple wave next October! 

Thank you Brantford Brant! 

Students at three community schools participating in “Go Purple!” 
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Goodbye 2016, 

Hello 2017  

Family gatherings and 

celebrations can be stressful 

at any given time.  This is 

never more true than during 

the holiday season.  The 

move towards political 

correctness and cultural 

awareness seems to add 

more questions than 

answers and perhaps a level 

of discomfort at the 

possibility of unintentionally 

offending someone.  

It is just as important to 

remember that, for some, 

holidays bring reminders of 

lost loved ones.  Some 

without close family, friends 

or significant others are 

reminded that they are 

’alone’.  For others the 

pressure of ‘gift giving’ is too 

much to bear when food and 

shelter is a priority.  

Depression is the yin to joy’s 

yang.   

Acceptance, understanding 

and support can go a long 

way.  Whether we are 

Christian, Longhouse, Seik, 

Jewish, Muslim, Buddhist, 

agnostic, atheist, wiccan or 

other, we live in the same 

‘village’.  We are stronger if 

we are inclusive and 

celebrate together.   

All the best in 2017!  

PC Charron talking to a youth and his mom about how she does her job. 

Neighbourhood Carnivals  
Throughout the month of August, eight Brantford neighbourhoods participated in 

Back-to-School Carnivals which aim to help families as they get their kids ready for 

the school year: Branlyn, Northland Gardens, Eastdale Gardens, Riverside 

Gardens, Daleview, JC Homes, Slovak Village and West Glenn.  Although Mother 

Nature wasn’t always on our side, the rain and wind couldn’t stop the smiles and 

laughter of kids and ‘wannabe’ kids alike.  After all, who wouldn’t enjoy barbecued 

hotdogs, ice cream, snow cones, popcorn, bouncy castles, ‘driving’ a fire truck or 

sounding a police cruiser siren, face painting, carnival games, prizes, new haircuts, 

outfits, back packs, school supplies, snacks, and lunch bags? 

At first glance, it all appears to be fun and games.  Imagine seeing a young boy 

(age 3 or 4) with a beautiful tiger painted on his face, wearing fireman rain boots 

while playing with his shadow pretending to be a tiger and a neighborhood parent 

who is playing alongside him.  These events act as a tool to connect and engage 

with struggling communities in a meaningful and beneficial way.  They are 

opportunities to build and strengthen personal relationships, foster hope and pride 

in a community, while providing children with the basics they need as they return to 

school….all of which ultimately leads to a stronger community and increased child 

safety and well-being. 

Thank you to those who helped make the carnivals come to life—Jacob’s Well 

Ministry, 2CBeyond, The City of Brantford and countless community members, 

businesses and faith based groups—for a fifth successful carnival season! 
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Contact Us 

Give us a call for more 

information about our 

programs and services.   

Brant Family and     

Children’s Services 

70 Chatham Street 

Brantford, ON  N3T 5R7 

(519) 753-8681 

general@brantfacs.ca 

Visit us on the web at 

www.brantfacs.ca 

Voice of youth—What does 
being in care mean?  

It's one of those questions that have multiple answers to it depending on who is 

asked. For myself, being in care means there are positives and negatives. It 

means we might feel so alone, yet we are supported by many people around us. It 

means being in a safe environment even though you don't know the people.  It's 

having to learn how to trust others even though you might not want to. Being a 

child / youth in care means sometimes you lose connection with other family 

members by the fault of one and have to reshape yourself without them. 

But despite everything, being in care means discovering new opportunities you 

may not have thought were possible before. It also means that there may be a 

stop in the cycle within the family. It means there are people in your corner that 

you can go to for support and guidance in your life when things might be slowly 

slipping out from underneath of you. 

To others being in care might mean a different thing, but to us it means a 

potentially brighter future for ourselves because we know that we are not going to 

be stopped by what has happened in the past. We know that there are going to be 

challenges ahead, but we also know what a good, structured family can look like. 

By being in care it has also given us the chance to figure ourselves out so that we 

can live our lives to the fullest. 

Brant FACS - striving to protect children and youth and strengthen families 
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