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Looking to the Future
We at Brant Family and Children’s Services believe that, together with the entire
community, we share the responsibility of nurturing, protecting, educating and
guiding all children, youth and their families. If you agree that all children, youth
and families should be valued - and we know you do - we encourage you to
consider becoming a member of our Agency. Our mission (see sidebar) can
not be achieved without you.
Brant FACS future success depends on the diversity of our community being
reflected in a strong governing Board of Directors and membership who are
aware, knowledgeable and supportive of Brant FACS programs and services. By
adding your voice to a core membership of community leaders, professionals, and
caring individuals, you can help shape a future where hope replaces fear and
families are open to receiving help early.
This publication is the first in a series that is intended to bring Brant FACS one
step closer to achieving our mission and ten year vision. By increasing community
awareness of Agency activities, we aim to promote open dialogue, professional
cooperation, and avant-garde thinking in pursuit of best positive outcomes for all.

“The well-being and
safety of children and
youth is our primary
focus. Together with
our community we strive
to protect children and
youth and strengthen
families.”
- Brant FACS Mission

It’s as easy as 1, 2, 3
Q: How do I become a member?
A: Contact any of our staff or office reception, fill out a basic membership
application, and submit an annual membership fee of $5.
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Accreditation
The first children’s aid organization
in Ontario to receive certification in
2012 from the Canadian Center for
Accreditation (CCA), Brant FACS,
is proud to have achieved recertification this summer in
compliance with the 4 year cycle.
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Child Welfare Sector News
The Ontario Ministry of Child and Youth Services (MCYS), led by Minister Michel
Coteau, is in the process of carrying out an in depth review of the child welfare
sector with the aim of implementing a reconfigured system that provides
efficiencies and focuses on improving services and outcomes to children, youth
and families. The Ontario Association of Children’s Aid Societies (OACAS) is
pursuing talks in an effort to influence this work on behalf of children’s aid
societies across Ontario. This could be a challenging task since every community
is unique. Brant Family and Children’s Services serves a demographic with
various high risk populations. It is hoped that decision-making will not be far
removed from the ones who need the most support.

In their final report, the CCA noted
that “Brant FACS was observed to
have a
approach to
child welfare,
in the
extent of
efforts and in its
i
to protect children by
building extended
and
as a potential for
other child welfare service
providers to learn
The
breadth and
of program
offerings was
and
rooted in a
based
model, with staff working alongside
families, with children at the
centre.”

Brantford, Brant, Six Nations and New Credit
Brant Family and Children’s Services vision and operations are based on a
community model. We have offices in 27 locations, many in partnership with other
community service providers including Nova Vita, Lansdowne Children’s Centre,
Pregnancy & Resource Centre—Brant, Woodview Mental Health, and several
schools.
Our Agency’s financial management compares favourably with other societies in
the province. Savings are achieved through a cost sharing hospital consortium
approved by the Ontario Government.
Efforts continue to support Six Nations of the Grand River in the transfer of child
welfare services for their people to their new agency Ogwaden:deo. Brant FACS
remains an advocate of indigenous peoples’ inherent right to self government and
is actively assisting in the transfer of child protection services to Six Nations of the
Grand River. At their request, our Agency will continue to act as a service
provider to the Mississaugas of the New Credit First Nations.
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Excellence in community services

Go Purple!
Brant FACS invites the
entire community to help
raise awareness about
child abuse during the
month of October which is
aptly named ‘Child Abuse
Awareness month’!

Purple is the designated
colour for child welfare.
Special events and open
houses will be held to
share information about
what we actually do at
Brant FACS.

For sure, we cannot and
do not do it alone. Our
programs are community
based, so staff are
situated in 26 different
locations across the areas
served by our Agency.
Partnerships are what
makes our services
unique in their ability to be
proactive and/or quickly
respond to the needs of
children and families.

Watch for some purple
ribbons around trees—and
show your support by
tying out one or two of
your own. For sure, don’t
forget to mark your
calendar and ‘Go Purple’
on October 19th!

Wednesday, October 19th is GO PURPLE DAY in Ontario. Join the fun across the province
and get your purple on in support of Child Abuse Awareness.

More than just a donation
A bright yellow dump truck, wooden peg puzzle, racing cars, action figures, classic
board games, dolls, soccer or basket balls, tennis rackets, beading craft kits … It’s
September and some of you are already preparing for the Holiday Season. For
other families in our community, employment challenges, social isolation, and
physical/mental health concerns make it difficult to meet the basic needs of their
children at the best of times, let alone during the holidays. Some, in fact, will still
be recovering from ‘back to school’ pressures. The need is so great and yet this
community just keeps on giving!
We at Brant FACS would like to thank our amazingly generous donors and
volunteers who support our programs via the Foundation, and in particular,
who make our annual Gift a Child program such a success. The Holiday Season
brings out the best in all of us as we count our blessings and try to lend a hand to
others. If you are able to help, we encourage you to assist in any way that you
feel “called”. New, unwrapped toys, and sports equipment are always welcome.
Our teens and older youths, in particular, could benefit from any expressions of
caring. Many of these young people have little or no extended family support
while they are struggling to become independent. Personal care products, flannel
pj bottoms, wallets, ear buds/headphones, sports balls, journals, gloves,
sweatshirts, hoodies, and gift cards in particular are all so very much appreciated.
For more information on how you can help, call Debra at 519-753-8681 ext. 382.
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Voice of Youth

Contact Us

What is YouthLead? It is a chance for all youth who have been or still are
involved with Family and Children's Aid to come together to bond in a safe
environment. While organizing events, we have opportunities to do things not just
for our community, but we have chances to do exciting things for ourselves.

Give us a call for more
information about our
programs and services

This year, our trip to Emerald Lake, where we built relationships within our FACS
community, had a great turnout. It was a sunny and fun filled day where we
participated in ice breaking activities and had an awesome barbecue with lots to
eat. After having our fill of hotdogs and watermelon, we set out to enjoy the rest of
our day swimming or just lounging in the sun. The water was just the right
temperature for jumping off of the inflatables and small cliff attractions. The water
slide, while a fast ride, was also fun. We highly encourage any youth to attend
some of these events, as they can help to bring us all together with others like
ourselves.

Brant Family and
Children’s Services
70 Chatham Street
Brantford, ON N3T 5R7

As part of YouthLEAD another event we were able to participate in this year was
the annual YouthCAN Conference; which is open to youth ages 14 to 21 who have
been/still are in care. The conference was held at McMaster University August 8th
- 10th, where 250 youth across Ontario joined many of us from our zone. The
conference's main goal was to help make each youth's story successful and to
encourage youth in care to look at their post secondary options. It also helps us
find a career path by staying on campus in a residency, taking part in a career
crawl, and joining different workshops. It is a great opportunity to have some fun
socializing with other youth at different gatherings such as a dance and a talent
show where we can showcase our individual talents.

(519) 753-8681
general@brantfacs.ca

Visit us on the web at
www.brantfacs.ca

By being involved in YouthLEAD (Learning, Experiencing, Advocating and Doing),
youth can participate in events like these and many more throughout the year.
Brant FACS - striving to protect children and youth and strengthen families

Board of Directors

_______________________
‘Thought for your quarter’

President—Paul Whittam
Vice-President—Kevin Hodge
Treasurer—Dru Summers
Secretary—Ruth Ann Hampel
Board Members:
Dave Diegel
Harry Emmott
Dianne Holmes
Susan E. Holyome
Jeff Jones
Veronica King-Jamieson
Terry Shipp
Cherri Townsley
Dave Wiedrick
Executive Director—Andrew Koster
Executive Assistant—Nancy Dolson
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