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Beyond Protection Services
Brant Family and Children’s Services believes it is imperative to pursue proactive
activities under the protection mandate accorded by the Ministry of Child and
Youth Services (MCYS) to ensure the current and long term well-being and safety
of children and youth in our community. Our Agency works with many local
service providers, including those that provide ‘Early Help’ via funding provided by
the Ministry of Education, the City of Brantford and Brant County.

Streamlining Programs
In the pursuit of a more efficient model for Ontario Early Years and Child and
Family Centres, systemic changes are expected over the next few months. Early
Years, Best Start, Parenting and Family Literacy, and Resource Centre programs
all help to improve child development and reduce risks before crises develop
which achieves better, longer term outcomes for children and families. Much of
the funding available is directed at children 0 to 6 years of age and not all
communities in Ontario offer all of these programs. The Brantford Brant
community has, in many ways, been innovative in its efforts to meet the unique
needs of various neighbourhoods by integrating services wherever possible.
Programs are designed and offered with the whole family in mind, including sibling
groups up to 12 years of age. By incorporating neighbourhood voices, local
partnerships ensure that programming remains flexible, accessible and varied in
scope. Capacity is built into the local system by maximizing resources available.

“The well-being and
safety of children and
youth is our primary
focus. Together with
our community we strive
to protect children and
youth and strengthen
families.”
- Brant FACS Mission
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Call to Annual
Meeting!
Brant FACS invites you to attend
the 122nd Annual Meeting which
will be held on Monday, June 12th,
2017 at the Brantford Golf and
Country Club beginning at 5:15
pm.

2016-2017 Board of Directors: Standing l to r - Andrew Koster, Dave Wiedrick,
Terry Shipp, Jeff Jones, Harry Emmott, Kevin Hodge, Dave Diegel, Cherri
Townsley, Paul Whittam (President) Seated l to r - Susan Holyome, Dru
Summers, Ruth Ann Hampel, Dianne Holmes Absent: Veronica King-Jamieson

In order to qualify for voting
privileges, an application for
membership and/or renewal must
be received along with the requisite
$5 annual membership fee, prior to
the Record Date of May 10, 2017.

Call to Membership
With so many regulatory changes being made in Ontario, it is important that we, as a
community, remain informed and proactively take steps to safeguard the interests of
those most at risk in our community. We must not forget the people behind the
statistics. The successful partnerships in our community that have been developed
over the years ensure that the best possible decisions are made by those who are
closest to the issues and therefore the most knowledgeable about what is needed,
what works, and what doesn’t.
If you believe that all children, youth and families should be valued, we encourage
you to become a member of our Agency.
Membership is an opportunity to express your interest and support for Brant FACS
in carrying out its responsibilities for the protection of children and the prevention of
neglect in our community. We believe that, together with the entire community, we
share the responsibility of nurturing, protecting, educating and guiding all children,
youth and their families.
Should you be interested in serving in a governance capacity, membership provides
the opportunity to be nominated as a member of the Board of Directors. Board
elections take place at the Annual Meeting.

Eligibility for Membership
(a)

(b)
(c)

An individual eighteen (18) years of age or over who resides or primarily
carries on business or is employed in the area served by the Society or, who
represents a corporation that has its head office in or primarily carries on
business in the area served by the Society;
who notifies the Secretary of the Society in writing of a desire to become a
member; and
who pays the annual membership dues

Help make a difference. Membership applications can be found online at
www.brantfacs.ca. Completed membership applications can be forwarded to the
attention of Nancy Dolson, Executive Assistant.
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Photo: Retiring Board Member
David Wiedrick, Inspector,
Brantford Police Services at 121st
Annual Meeting in June 2016

Keeping
Tummies Full!
For the past five years,
Shenstone Baptist Church
has been offering Sunday
School at New Beginnings
(NB). Many kids arrive
hungry and a note is often
left saying some of the
Resource Centre’s milk, etc.
has been borrowed as there
were more hungry kids than
planned for. So the church,
led by Sunday School
Teacher Helen, asked their
own community for a food
drive to help folks in the NB
neighbourhood.
More than imagined was
collected, making it possible
to give each of the 50 NB
residential units a box of
food. Homes identified with
4 children or more received
a little bigger box. Three
boxes from vacant units
were added to the NB
Resource Centre’s food
supplies.
The NB community was
surprised and appreciative.
A mom advised that her box
contained a $50 gift card so
she was able to buy
groceries that night.
Another dad told a resource
worker that his donation had
been left on his doorstep for
a period of time. He was
shocked that it was still there
on his doorstep when he
returned home. In the past,
food had disappeared when
left out in the open. This is
an indicator of the
community’s strength and
support for each other.
Stronger neighbourhoods =
safer kids! Thanks
Shenstone!

Every child deserves a camp experience. Each child is unique. Our Summer
Camp Coordinator is looking for camp opportunities for more than 400 local
children. All offers, suggestions and requests are welcome!

Calling all ‘Campers’!
Summer camp is fun, and fun can be one of the best distractions for a child / youth
going through family adversity, behavioural complexities, or any number of
challenging situations. It offers the chance to participate in positive, healthy
activities during stressful, challenging times when families are struggling to provide
the basic necessities, or a child is going through major transitions in their life
through the foster care system. It encourages children to pursue a passion, build
meaningful relationships, provides positive role models, and keeps them involved in
positive programming. Camp provides children with the opportunity to be children,
and experiences and memories that will last a lifetime.
In 2016, over 400 children and their families were positively impacted by a camp
experience via Brant FACS Foundation partnerships with Cave Springs, Circle
Square Ranch, P.I.N.E Project, Tim Hortons, YMCA Camps, Camp Shalom, Camp
Maple Leaf, Forest Cliff Camp, Apps Mill Camp, Avalon Music Academy, Boys and
Girls Club, City of Brantford Parks & Rec Camps, Brant County, Brantford
Basketball Camp, Brantford Gymnastics Academy, Brantford, Hamilton, Burlington
YMCA, Camp Marydale, Camp Unity (Woodview), Carol Kitchen’s Dance Camp,
Circle Square Ranch, Dance Discovery, Don Warreners Karate Camp, For Kicks
Only, Forest Cliff Camp, Glenhyrst Art Gallery, Kidtastic, Laurier Summer Fun 101,
Montessori House of Children Day Camp, Reptile Camp, Royal City Soccer Camp,
and various other community based day camps.
So, forget the snow and let’s start thinking about Summer Camp 2017!
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Voice of youth—Glimpse of a
good life
I learned at a young age that what a family might look like to others wasn't
what I seen in mine. There wasn't stability or constancy - but we wanted
that so badly. We wanted to have a glimpse of what life was like outside
of what was surrounding our world. Whatever that meant, we gathered
from friends and some family.

Contact Us
Give us a call for more
information about our
programs and services.
Brant Family and
Children’s Services
70 Chatham Street
Brantford, ON N3T 5R7

A few years went by. We had settled to the thought of "this is my life".
The bottle was our mother and unexpected changes were our main focus.
There wasn't a way to see a glimpse at a good life.

(519) 753-8681

Until slowly things started to change and we were living a somewhat
stable life. We learned routine and what life looks like from another point
of view. We had a glimpse of what we so desperately wanted in life - to
be ourselves. Although it wasn't our family, it was a good family that we
felt included in with open arms and a welcoming smile.

Visit us on the web at
www.brantfacs.ca

general@brantfacs.ca

Brant FACS - striving to protect children and youth and strengthen families

Board of Directors

_______________________

President—Paul Whittam
Vice-President—Kevin Hodge
Treasurer—Dru Summers
Secretary—Ruth Ann Hampel
Board Members:
Dave Diegel
Harry Emmott
Dianne Holmes
Susan E. Holyome
Jeff Jones
Veronica King-Jamieson
Terry Shipp
Cherri Townsley
Scott Williams
Executive Director—Andrew Koster
Executive Assistant—Nancy Dolson

_______________________
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