MEANINGFUL

CONNECTIONS
Brant Family and Children’s Services Newsletter

March/April 2018 issue no. 6

Serving ‘virtual’ adults
Not too many parents would send their children off at the age of 17 to ‘make it or
break it’ with no further supports or opportunity to return home for assistance. This
was case for some children in our community and across the province. As of
January 2018, after much public pressure, vulnerable youth aged 16 and 17 who
are living in unsafe conditions became eligible for protection services under the
amended Child, Youth and Family Services Act. Children’s Aid Societies across
the province are now mandated to provide services to support these youth in their
educational and employment pursuits and reduce their risk for homelessness,
mental health issues, substance use, and human trafficking.
This change was long overdue. Even though it is much welcomed and additional
funds were made available to assist with the added cost of these services, the
amount is proving to be minimal and sorely insufficient—at least for this fiscal year.
The current funding model for child welfare is not reflective of the increased
responsibilities of CASs and the services we must provide. It is hoped that the
new funding model—which is expected to be implemented for the 2018-2019 fiscal
year—will take these additional demands into account.

“The well-being and
safety of children and
youth is our primary
focus. Together with
our community we strive
to protect children and
youth and strengthen
families.”
- Brant FACS Mission

This older age group of vulnerable youth are typically very troubled and have very
complex mental health needs. Most individuals require a voluntary approach and
counselling skills which are not always readily available. Success depends on the
coordination of many community services.
Thankfully, in Brantford Brant, we already have very good cooperative working
relationships with service partners such as Contact Brant, St. Leonard’s, and many
others.
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Six Nations
Ogwadeni:deo
receives
designation

Back to the Future
Things are looking a bit brighter for Brant FACS as Ministry officials continue to
work with us to ensure financial stability while three major projects (Devolution,
CPIN, Authorization) are implemented simultaneously. We would like to thank
MPP Dave Levac and our MCYS Program Supervisor for their support through
these challenging times. The ‘go live date’ (May 14, 2018) for the new Child
Protection Information Network (CPIN) data system is drawing near; authorization
training is well underway; and the transfer of cases to the new Six Nations of the
Grand River child welfare agency has begun with the recent designation of
Ogwadeni:deo. With the ‘end’ of these change projects in sight, our focus turns
once again to ways and means of providing much needed high quality services for
our families and children.

Opioid Drug Crisis

The Elected Band Council of the
Six Nations of the Grand River has
assumed responsibility for child
protection services of band
members residing in the Six
Nations of the Grand River,
Brantford and Brant County
regions with the recent designation
of Ogwadeni:deo as a child
welfare agency.
Cases are in the process of being
transferred to the new agency.
Brant Family and Children’s
Services—formerly known as the
Children’s Aid Society of Brant—
has been proud and honoured to
have provided child protection and
welfare services to the Six Nations
community in a culturally
respectful manner, since entering
into a collaborative partnership
with their Council in 1957.

Community Feedback

Our Agency fully supports the
inherent right of First Nations to
self government and
determination. As in the past, we
will continue to work alongside the
new agency to ensure the safety of
all of our children and youth, as
well as the well-being of all of the
families in our collective
communities.

Last fall, 68 community partners were asked to share their feedback via an online survey. Following are some of the results from 29 respondents (43%).

Congratulations to the Six Nations
of the Grand River Community.

The local Fentanyl crisis continues to grow in severity. The number of children
coming into Brant FACS care that can be directly connected to opioids continues
to increase. As with most social services, success can only be achieved through
community endeavors. While every effort is being made to meet service needs,
this runaway train is proving to be somewhat daunting. Please help disseminate
information via the website fentanylcankill.ca.

 Brant FACS collaborates well with their agency. (96%)
 The agencies’ partnership has beneficial outcomes for the community. (93%)
 Each partner understands the other’s role. (93%)

Some of the areas identified as needing work were: ensuring clear and timely
inter-agency staff communications, achieving partnership goals within a
reasonable timeframe, improving awareness of who to contact at Brant FACS.
“Our partnerships benefit clients by […] allowing for case consultations for
mutual clients (with consent).”
“We are able to provide unique/customized programs when we work together
and also refer parents to each other’s organizations.”
“The Resource Centres facilitate our outreach.”
“We are working towards similar goals—supporting a family in being healthy
and happy, and minimizing risks.”
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Please visit www.brantfacs.ca to
read samples of archived
correspondence documenting the
history of child welfare services
provided to Six Nations of the Grand
River.

Urgent
Need for
Foster
Families
When children are brought
into protective care, it is vital
to place them, whenever
possible, with a family that will
not only provide a loving,
caring home, but one that ‘fits’
- i.e. ethnicity, culture,
religion / spirituality, LGBTQ,
age of children, etc.
In order to ensure the best
match for the children’s
needs, it is essential to have a
wide range of diverse families
who are ready and willing to
open their homes to our
community’s most vulnerable
children—whether for a day,
a month, or years.
Although fostering is meant to
be a short term solution to a
family situation, some
fostering families evolve into
forever/permanent homes
and/or pursue the path of
adoption.
Currently, there is an urgent
need for local caring homes to
be matched with a number of
diverse teens, sibling groups,
kids with special needs,
infants and toddlers.
Please consider the gift of a
safe, caring home: it truly is
priceless ...
For more information, visit
www.homesforkids.ca

A sweet salute and heartfelt thank you to Brant FACS Adoptive Families!

Adoption:
Fairytales do come true
A little boy who has been living with his foster family for the past 3 ½ years
recently had his adoption finalized at court. His forever family has embraced
contact with the biological maternal grandmother and there continues to be
informal openness. His maternal grandma was in attendance at court for the
adoption finalization. This is a lovely example of how families can grow
through adoption, while the child’s roots remain connected.
Another local adoptive family is truly committed to and engaged in openness
with the birth family of their son. These two families – adoptive and birth - are
exemplary and inspiring. Last October, the adoptive parents and birth parents
celebrated Thanksgiving together at a big family event where the adoptive
parents’ extended family network embraced the birth parents and their other
children as part of the fold. Recipes were swapped, hugs and gifts were
shared and Facebook addresses were shared as well. Later, the two families
shared some family time around the Christmas holidays. To top this great
development, the birth parents recently decided to get married and asked the
adoptive parents to stand up for them at their upcoming nuptials. It is awe
inspiring to see how these families have pulled together for the benefit of this
little boy.
Another adoptive family over the course of many years adopted not once, but
four times in total through three different child welfare agencies! After
upwards of 10 miscarriages and grieving these losses, the family came to
Brant FACS with unique adoption insight, open hearts & minds and a great
readiness to apply to adopt. After being approved to adopt, they were
fortunate with the first adoptive match being made in fairly short order with a
child from our own community. The second match, made a couple of years
after the first adoption was finalized, was a brother and sister that resulted
from a Northern Ontario Adoption Resource Exchange. Last, but not least,
they were subsequently matched with the youngest sibling of their middle two
children through another CAS. The family has weathered many ups and
downs and they, understandably, require a lot of therapeutic resources and
support to meet the various and challenging special needs of their four
children. They keep in touch and send photos from time-to-time.
Three examples of adoptive families who are inspirational in the depth of their
three Cs – Caring, Commitment and Compassion.
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Contact Us

Voice of youth—
The youth voice can be a powerful advocate for change. To ensure that child
welfare policy decisions are more informed and better meet the needs of the
children they serve, there is a growing movement across the province and even
across the country to include youth in governance roles.
For this to be successful, youth must be viewed as decision makers, equal
partners, and agents of social change. There must be support at all levels of an
organization—parents / caregivers, staff, leadership, and Boards of Directors.
However, the first step is building support and participation of youth ourselves.

Give us a call for more
information about our
programs and services.
Brant Family and
Children’s Services
70 Chatham Street
Brantford ON N3T 5R7

The pilot Youth Advisory Committee to the Brant FACS Board of Directors is
nearing completion of its first mandated year. We need ideas to increase our
networking, gather more input, increase participation, and ensure succession.

(519) 753-8681

The next governance year begins June 2018. We are calling on every youth aged
16—25 who has received services from Brant FACS to consider submitting your
name to serve on our YAC. If you are attending school outside of Brantford/Brant,
the Agency is willing to assist with travel expenses to meetings.

Visit us on the web at
www.brantfacs.ca

general@brantfacs.ca

If you would like to connect with other youth who have either gone through or are
still in the system, we encourage you to also consider participating in YouthLEAD
events. Talking to someone close to your own age who ’understands’ can be
reassuring. So be brave and ‘speak up’!
For more info go to: http://brantfacs.ca/who-we-are/youth-and-youth-leaders/
Brant FACS - striving to protect children and youth and strengthen families

__________________________
Board of Directors
President—Paul Whittam
Vice-President—Kevin Hodge
Treasurer—Dru Summer’s
Secretary—Susan E. Holyome
Board Members:
Dr. Anne Marie Connelly
Dave Diegel
Harry Emmott
Ruth Ann Hampel
Jeff Jones
Veronica King-Jamieson
Leslie Telfer
Scott Williams
Vacant Position
Executive Director—Andrew Koster
Executive Assistant—Nancy Dolson

Check out our re-designed website at:
www.brantfacs.com
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